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(501) 37543131 FAX 37&5519 o
MIKE HARRISON D,ON AJ..LEN RANDY WYATT
Presidént, Batesville Executive Vice Prasident Vice President .

September 8, 1997

Mr. Ken Neal, Editor
‘Tulsa World .

318 Main Mall
Tulsa, OK 74013

Dear Ken,

Thank you for meeting with us today to, discuss the poultry industry in Oklahoma
and its impac! oo the envxmnment

The Arkansas Poultry Federation Is a strong advacate of protect!ng the
epvironment while maintaining the economic viabllity of Jogal agricuinral .
operations. We do this by suppomng the use of Best Mapagement, Practices that
oan be incorporated in the Farm Management Plans of our producers, These
practices and plans have proven 1o be effective in redmﬂng thié impact of pouitry
operations on the environmens, especially throtgh the reduction of nitrogen and
phosphorus into the streams and waters of Oklahoma and Arkansas.

Included in this bindér is lnformauon that may be useful in your underst;andmg
and coverage of the poultry iidusiry. Th addition, we are available to your staff and
reporters for Interviews and follow-up information abgut the poultry Industry.

Please Jeel free to call us.
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Information About the Impact
of the Poultry Industiy on Water Quality
. i OKlahomg and Arkansas

* Farm Management Plans (FMPs) help protect the environment.
The purpose of FMPs Is tp gontrol the amount of nitrogen and pkosphorus from
poultty wastes that may enter sireains apd watersheds, These plans are mojvidually
ﬁreparcd for specific farms by vsing the best management practices (BMPz) ‘
developed by federal and stale agencles and the poultry industiy. The plans Includs 505
testing, tming of the application of [tter, using buffer zoges, Hmiing phogphorus and
avolding ltter appndatmne on slopes greater than 15 degrees. BEach FMP ig jolntly
developed by the farmer and a water quality tecﬁpl‘c_!mi with the lecal county
Couservation District, These distriots are affiliated with. the USDA Natural Resources
Gonservation Service. '

* The Mnddy Fork HUA Water Quality Project shewed slgnilicant reductions in
Total Nitrogen as a result 6f the linplementation of best management
practices (BMPs). '

The objectives of this project (inftlally called the Moore's ,Cnepk_}Yawr Quality Project)
were to reduce Bulrient, bacterlal and sediment trangport to ground and surface Water
supplies white malntaining the econvmic viabilily of local agricultural operations
through the implementation of BMPs. Since 1980, nearly 250 farm conservalion plans
havs been completed within the project area. Mpnitor[ng{_sltes along Moore's Creek ang
Beaty Creck showed conoentrations of Total Nikrogen decreased by 50-75% from
1997-1994 and continued o decrease by 50 Lo 73% during 1095 and 1996, A
summary of the repoyt Is aj:tached. Source: The Muddy Fork HUA - A Water Success
Story. University of Arkansas Cooperafive Exiension Service, Fayetteville, Arkansas,
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o A review of stream data collected by the Arkansas Department of Pollntion
Control and Ecology shows declining levels of phosphorus In the principle
uibutaries of the 1linels River in Arkansas.

‘We believe thils decline can be amlbuted primarily to the app!lcauon of best
management practices agsoclated wlth the pouliry indusiry. 'I'he. data shows large
reductions In conceptration and lpadlng of phosphorus since the 1980’s. The Initial
time perlod was 1980-1900 and the secend perlod was 19850-1994. During these two
time periods there was a 17% reduction of phosphorus in the Minols River, a 48%
reduction in Sager Creek, a 229 redugtion i Ihe Baron Fork and a 149 reduotiop a.
Plint Creek. Thic was accomplighed during a tme when the poultry fndustry was
expanding In the same area. )

¢ The poultry Industry aggressiyely promoles FMPs with Its growers.
Records from the Arkansas Soll and Water Conservation Commission show that 3,373
nulrient management plans and 3,168 waste management plans have been filed In
Benton and Washlngton ¢ountles during the pagt five years. Pounltry companles
strongly recommend FMPs to thelr growers.

* 'The phosphorus preblems with lakes and sireams liclide Sources other than
the penltzy Industry.
Stalistical Information about Benton County. Arkansas, compllcd by the Arkangas
Agricultural Statlstics Serviog. and lvestock phosphorus data, complled by the
Natlonal Resources Congervation Serviee, estimate the following phosphoras
contributions from various agricultural activities:

> Poultry (broftersAurkeys) 8% -

> Catile . 28%
> Swine ' 2%
> Fertilizer L 2%

These numbers are-especlally signtfioant when combined with the knowledge that
Benton County has the highest poulyy population Ju Arkansas. The polat'is that one
oan not just Jook at poullry operations when evaluating environmeéntal impact and
assume It Is the non-source pmbleui. Source: Arkansas Agricullural Statistics Service,
Natoral Resources Conservatlon Service '
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* Besl management pracﬁces for h’andmig dry poultry litter are used.

These guldelines, which coptaln gpecific phosphorus-based Trecommendations, were
jointly developed by the Arkansas Poultry Federation, Natural Resourtes Cunscrvatlon
Serviee. Arkanaas Department of Pollution Control and, Ecology, Atkansas Extension
Service and Arkansas Soil and Water Conservation Sefvice. Source: Manure .
Management Planning For Water Quallly, Arkansas Soil and Water Copseryation
Comynission.

Poultry Biticr 1s @ valuabiz. natural soll amendment. ;

1y can add mutrients and organle métter 0 l_nm'e;:aéc gol} fertllity and allows farmers 3¢
malntaln a higher level of forage and pagture produciivity than could be afforded with
commercial fertjlizer. Properly managed and handled, poultry Uitter s nota pollutant. '
Sourge: Dry Poultry Manure Manage}nent. Gooperatlve Extension Service, Unfverslty
of Arkangas. ' ' -

The Lake Bucha report does net conclnde ihay the waler guality of the lake Is
degraded.

The study does state thav the Jake Is threatehed by excessive nun‘lem loaging which
has resulted In eutrophloation, but does not provide 2 specific breakdown of
phosphorus from pelnt and non-point sources. The study makes assumptions without
presenting any supporting data that the phosphorus ioading In the Beaty Creek
watershed 1§ due to the large numbcr of pouliry produced Even though the report
does not documem: a canse’ nnd elfect relationship between poultry operations and in-
stream meac!s. the indugtry agroes that the implementation of best management
practices Into a farm management plan can reduce the level of nntr;exin loading,
Source: Dlagnostic and Feasibility Study of Lake Bucha Oklahoma. Oklahoma
Conservation Commission.

The swine Industry in Eastern OWlahema lncreased by 283 percent between
1885 and 1995. Source: Oklahoma Agrlcultural Stattstics Service
The Diagnostic and Feasthility Smdy of L'ake Eucha seems to play down In Its
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